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Florida  
Department of Health  

Nassau County     
  30 South 4th Street                   

 August is National Immunization 
Awareness Month, a time in which 
we reflect on the strides made by the 
public health and medical communi-
ties in reducing and eliminating a 
number of communicable diseases in 
the United States. At the turn of the 
20th century, communicable diseases 
infected millions each year, and killed 
thousands. But as better vaccines were 
developed and widely administered, 
disease rates have declined significantly. To put this into perspective: 

 Nearly everyone in the U.S. got measles before there was a vaccine, and hundreds died from 
it each year. Today, most doctors have never seen a case of measles.  

 More than 15,000 Americans died from diphtheria in 1921, before there was a vaccine. Only 
one case of diphtheria has been reported to CDC since 2004. 

 An epidemic of rubella (German measles) in 1964-65 infected 12.5 million Americans, killed 
2,000 babies, and caused 11,000 miscarriages. In 2012, 9 cases of rubella were reported to 
CDC. 

Although disease rates have declined significantly, the threat of vaccine preventable diseases is still 
ever present. Each year, several cases of vaccine preventable diseases are reported in Nassau 
County (see Fig. 1). From recent documented outbreaks of pertussis and measles in the U.S., 
when vaccination practices become lacks, entire communities are put at risk for infection. Further-
more, with domestic and international travel being easily accessible, vaccine preventable diseases 
are only a plane flight away. It is vital for our medical community to be aware of available vac-
cines and their associated schedules as to enable them to educate and promote vaccination 
for the prevention of communicable diseases. For more information regarding vaccines, please 
visit: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/default.htm 
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Varicella 570 2.92 3.41 4.28 861 4.55
Tetanus 2 0.01 0.03 0.02 3

0.15
Pertussis 719 3.68 3.79 3.02 312 1.65
Mumps 18 0.09 0.04 0.04 28

36.57

State
Measles 0.00 0.04 0.00 8 0.04

Total: 8 10.48 32.11 14.77 27

16.25
Varicella 5 6.55 18.73 9.40 15 20.32

Rates* Cases Rates*

Nassau
Pertussis 3 3.93 13.38 5.37 12

Disease Name Cases Rates* Cases

2014 2013 2012 2011

Fig. 1. 2014 Vaccine Preventable Disease Cases/Rates with  

Three-Year Period Comparison 

-(Data Courtesy of CDC and FDOH) 
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Arbovirus surveillance in Florida includes endemic mosqui-

to-borne viruses such as West Nile virus (WNV), Eastern 

equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), and St. Louis encephali-

tis virus (SLEV), as well as exotic viruses such as dengue 

virus (DENV), chikungunya virus (CHIKV) and California 

encephalitis group viruses (CEV). Malaria, a non-viral mos-

quito-borne disease is also included. During the period of 

August 9-15, 2015 the following arboviral activity was rec-

orded in Florida.  

WNV activity: No human cases of WNV infection were re-

ported this week. No horses with WNV infection were re-

ported this week. Twenty sentinel chickens tested positive 

for antibodies to WNV this week in Bay, Hillsborough, Or-

ange, Pinellas, and Walton Counties. In 2015, positive sam-

ples from four humans, six mosquito pools, and 60 sentinel 

chickens have been received from 13 counties.  

SLEV activity: No human cases of SLEV infection were reported this week. No sentinel chickens tested positive for 

antibodies to SLEV this week. In 2015, positive samples from two sentinel chickens have been received from two 

counties.  

EEEV activity: No human cases of EEEV infection were reported this week. No horses with EEEV infection were re-

ported this week. Three sentinel chickens tested positive for antibodies to EEEV this week in Flagler, Orange and Put-

nam Counties. In 2015, positive samples from 59 sentinel chickens, 18 horses, and one goat have been received from 

21 counties.  

International Travel-Associated Dengue Fever Cases: One case of dengue fever was reported this week in a per-

son that had international travel. In 2015, 29 travel-associated cases have been reported.  

Dengue Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No cases of locally acquired dengue fever were reported this week. In 

2015, no cases of locally acquired dengue fever have been reported.  

International Travel-Associated Chikungunya Fever Cases: Two cases of chikungunya fever were reported this 

week in persons that had international travel. In 2015, 38 travel-associated cases have been reported.  

Chikungunya Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever were reported this 

week. In 2015, no cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever have been reported.  

Advisories/Alerts: Bay, Escambia, Gadsden, Hillsborough, Orange, Polk, and Volusia Counties are currently under 
mosquito-borne illness advisory. Walton County is currently under mosquito-borne illness alert. No other counties are 
currently under mosquito-borne illness advisory or alert. A CDC Health Alert Network (HAN) health advisory was is-
sued in December 2013 for the Caribbean region announcing the first locally acquired cases of chikungunya fever in 
the Americas. There is a Level 1 (Watch) Travel Health Notice from the CDC for multiple countries in the Caribbean, 
Mexico, Central and South America, as well as the Pacific Islands, related to the transmission of chikungunya. There 
are also similar CDC Travel Health Notices for dengue transmission in Brazil and Malaysia. Additional information on 
travel health notices can be found at the following link: http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices. 
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CDC  U  STD G :  
2015 S  T  D  T  G   

 Summary: Physicians and other health-care providers can use 
these guidelines to assist in the prevention and treatment of 
STDs. The information in this report updates the Sexually Trans-
mitted Diseases Treatment Guidelines, 2010 (http://
www.cdc.gov/std/treatment/2010/default.htm) (MMWR Recomm 
Rep 2010; 59 [No. RR–12]). These updated guidelines discuss 1) 
alternative treatment regimens for Neisseria gonorrhea [due 
to emerging antibiotic resistance]; 2) the use of nucleic acid 
amplification tests [NAATs] for the diagnosis of trichomonia-
sis; 3) alternative treatment options for genital warts; 4) the 
role of Mycoplasma genitalium in urethritis/cervicitis and 

treatment-related implications; 5) updated HPV vaccine recommendations and counseling message; 6) the 
management of persons who are transgender; 7) annual testing for hepatitis C in persons with HIV infection; 
8) updated recommendations for diagnostic evaluation of urethritis; and 9) retesting to detect repeat infection.  

Resources: Pocket guides and wall charts are available free through the Florida Department of Health in Nassau 
County, are downloadable, or hard copies are available by direct order though the CDC at http://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/
CDCInfoOnDemand.aspx?ProgramID=122 

Provider Training: 1.5 CME/CNE credits for viewing the summary webinar 2015 STD Treatment Guidelines Overview 
Webinar (http://www.cdc.gov/std/training/webinars.htm#tg-overview) - June 22, 2015, View Recording, CE credits 
available. (June 23, 2015) 

Full text version online: http://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/default.htm 

 

Surveillance: Selected STDs Morbidity, Florida and Nassau County 

Period comparison to Date (YTD 2014-2015, Year) through week 26 ( Jan. to July); provisional bacterial STD 
morbidity: Florida is experiencing increases in Chlamydia (CT), gonorrhea (GC) and syphilis; CT is  +8.4%, GC is 
+5.4%, infectious syphilis is +12.5%, early latent syphilis is +18.4% and total early syphilis is +15.4%.  In comparison, 
for the same period (YTD 2014-2015) Nassau County reported declines in CT -22.6% (72 cases), increases in GC 
+8.3% (26 cases) and syphilis no change (2; early latent). 
 
Syphilis Surveillance Notes: US rates of primary and secondary syphilis continues to raise among men, particularly 
men who have sex with men (MSM).  In cases where the sex of the partner is known, MSM account for 75 percent of 
the primary and secondary syphilis cases reported to the CDC.  Data also suggest that as many as 40 percent of MSM 
with syphilis are also co-infected with HIV.  2015 YTD, Nassau County reported two cases of early latent syphilis, 
both with MSM risk factors; one case also tested positive for new HIV infection.  
 
Provider Reporting: Florida Statues 381.0031 requires licensed health care providers who diagnose and treat STDs 
to report cases to local county health departments. STDs listed as reportable diseases/conditions:  AIDS, chancroid, 
chlamydia, gonorrhea, granuloma inguinale, HIV, herpes simplex virus (HSV) in infants <60 days old with disseminated 
infection and anogenital infection in <12years old, HIV exposed infants (<18 months old) born to infected mother; hu-
man papillomavirus (HPV) in <6 year olds with laryngeal papillomas or recurrent respiratory papillomatosis, anogenital 
papillomas <12 year olds, lymphogranuloma venereum, syphilis, syphilis in pregnant women and neonates. Down-
loadable Florida reportable diseases/conditions list: http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/disease-
reporting-and management/_documents/reportable_diseases/_documents/Reportable_Diseases_List_Practitioners.pdf  
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Bulletins: 

 FDOH: Mosquito-borne Illness Clinician Factsheets. July 31, 2015. FDOH 

For additional information regarding bulletins, advisories and alerts visit our website or the Department of Health’s Online Newsroom 
at: http://www.nassau.floridahealth.gov and http://newsroom.doh.state.fl.us. 
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Cases Percent Cases Percent Cases Percent Cases Percent

Disease Name
County: NASSAU

Campylobacteriosis 1 3.45 1 4.55 5 27.78 0 0.00

Cryptosporidiosis 0 0.00 3 13.64 1 5.56 0 0.00

Cyclosporiasis 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

Escheria coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing (STEC) Infection 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

Giardiasis, Acute 2 6.90 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

Hepatitis B, Chronic 0 0.00 2 9.09 0 0.00 0 0.00

Hepatitis B, Surface Antigen in Pregnant Women 1 3.45 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00

Hepatitis C, Chronic 16 55.17 12 54.55 2 11.11 6 54.55

Lead Poisoning 1 3.45 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00

Legionellosis 1 3.45 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00

Lyme Disease 1 3.45 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

Rabies, Animal 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

Rabies, Possible Exposure 1 3.45 0 0.00 2 11.11 2 18.18

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and Spotted Fever Ricketsiosis 0 0.00 1 4.55 0 0.00 0 0.00

Salmonellosis 5 17.24 2 9.09 2 11.11 3 27.27

Shigellosis 0 0.00 1 4.55 0 0.00 0 0.00

Varicella (Chickenpox) 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 5.56 0 0.00

TOTAL: 29 100.00 22 100.00 18 100.00 11 100.00

STATEWIDE TOTAL

Campylobacteriosis 358 6.82 343 7.75 326 8.67 286 6.76

Cryptosporidiosis 73 1.39 157 3.55 31 0.82 36 0.85

Cyclosporiasis 12 0.23 18 0.41 30 0.80 9 0.21

Escheria coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing (STEC) Infection 58 1.10 55 1.24 51 1.36 39 0.92

Giardiasis, Acute 97 1.85 108 2.44 105 2.79 92 2.18

Hepatitis B, Chronic 470 8.95 432 9.76 369 9.82 331 7.83

Hepatitis B, Surface Antigen in Pregnant Women 57 1.09 53 1.20 47 1.25 51 1.21

Hepatitis C, Chronic 2660 50.65 1910 43.14 1607 42.76 2213 52.33

Lead Poisoning 91 1.73 44 0.99 32 0.85 103 2.44

Legionellosis 22 0.42 30 0.68 40 1.06 17 0.40

Lyme Disease 48 0.91 18 0.41 24 0.64 11 0.26

Rabies, Animal 5 0.10 5 0.11 17 0.45 6 0.14

Rabies, Possible Exposure 286 5.45 272 6.14 273 7.26 232 5.49

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and Spotted Fever Ricketsiosis 10 0.19 6 0.14 1 0.03 0 0.00

Salmonellosis 741 14.11 708 15.99 699 18.60 605 14.31

Shigellosis 220 4.19 240 5.42 79 2.10 165 3.90

Varicella (Chickenpox) 44 0.84 28 0.63 27 0.72 33 0.78

TOTAL: 5252 100.00 4427 100.00 3758 100.00 4229 100.00

07/01/15 - 07/31/15 07/01/14 - 07/31/14 07/01/13- 07/31/13 07/01/12 - 07/31/12

Confirmed, Probable, Suspect, Unkown Cases of Multiple Diseases with Report Date 07/01/2015 to 07/31/2015 with Three-Year 
Period Comparison for Nassau County

Selection Date Comparison Date 1 Comparison Date 2 Comparison Date 3
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