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BAT SAFETY REMINDER- CASE OF HUMAN RABIES IN MISSOURI

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) reported the death of a
52 year old man from rabies September 26, 2014 with the definitive source of exposure
being undetermined. The case had risk factors that included living in a rural region of Mis-
souri with a bat found at least on one occasion in his home, and working in a warehouse in
which bats were occasionally seen.

The case presented to a local hospital with symptoms of neck
pain and fatigue but was discharged the same day. Symp-
toms worsened (diffuse tremors and diaphoresis) the follow-
ing day and the case was subsequently admitted. Over the
next 24 to 48 hours, the case experienced increased neuro-
logic symptoms and was transferred to University Hospital of
Columbia, Missouri where rabies was suspected. Specimens
were collected and sent to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention for rabies testing. Rabies virus antigen was detected; however, the response
was too late to prevent mortality and the patient later expired. Seven healthcare workers
and thirteen household/close contacts who may have been exposed received post expo-
sure prophylaxis (PPE). This is the first case of human rabies in Missouri since 2008.

Pic. 1. Bats are a common
reservoir of the rabies virus.

Although this is an unfortunate event, this serves as a reminder to increase your index of
suspicion when a patient presents with neurological symptoms and exposure to a rabid
animal. In this particular situation, although the exposure is not definitive, bats appear to
be the culprit for this case for rabies virus transmission. Please continue to complete
an animal bite report form when an individual presents to a medical facility with an expo-
sure to a potentially rabid animal in order for epidemiology staff to determine if PPE should
be recommended. More information on rabies as well as the bite report form can be found
in the Florida Department of Health Rabies Guidebook at the following link: http://
www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/rabies/ _documents/rabiesguide2014-
web.pdf.
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ARBOVIRUS SURVEILLANCE UPDATE

Arbovirus surveillance in Florida includes endemic mos-
quito-borne viruses such as West Nile virus (WNV),
Eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), and St. Louis
encephalitis virus (SLEV), as well as exotic viruses such
as dengue virus (DENV), chikungunya virus (CHIKV)
and California encephalitis group viruses (CEV). Malar-
ia, a non-viral mosquito-borne disease is also included. Jl::;:!;lt\):b%:::  Survellance
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and 2 asymptomatic blood donors have been received
from 31 counties.

SLEV activity: No human cases of SLE were reported this week. One sentinel chicken tested positive
for antibodies to SLEV this week in Manatee County. In 2014, positive samples from 2 human cases and
106 sentinel chickens have been received from 13 counties.

EEEV activity: No human cases of EEE were reported this week. No horses with EEEV infection were
reported this week. One sentinel chicken tested positive for antibodies to EEEV this week in Orange
County. In 2014, positive samples from 172 sentinel chickens, 2 deer, and 56 horses have been re-
ceived from 32 counties.

International Travel-Associated Dengue Fever Cases: Two cases of dengue fever were reported this
week in persons that had international travel. In 2014, 80 travel-associated cases have been reported.

Dengue Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No new cases of locally acquired dengue fever were report-
ed this week. In 2014, a total of six cases of locally acquired dengue fever have been reported.

International Travel-Associated Chikungunya Fever Cases: Seventeen cases of chikungunya fever
were reported this week in persons that had international travel. In 2014, 423 travel-associated cases
have been reported.

Chikungunya Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No new cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever
were reported this week. In 2014, a total of 11 cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever have been
reported.

Advisories/Alerts: Alachua, Broward, Clay, Columbia, Flagler, Jefferson, Leon, Levy, Lafayette, Marion,
Polk, Putham, Santa Rosa, St. Johns, Suwannee and Washington Counties are currently under a mos-
quito-borne illness advisory. Duval and Volusia Counties are currently under a mosquito-borne illness
alert. No other counties are currently under mosquito-borne iliness advisory or alert. A CDC Health Alert
Network (HAN) health advisory was issued in December for the Caribbean region announcing the first
locally acquired cases of chikungunya fever in the Americas. There is a Level 1 (Watch) Travel Health
Notice from the CDC for multiple countries in the Caribbean related to the continued transmission of
chikungunya which was updated October 21, 2014. http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/watch/
chikungunya-caribbean
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AIDS QUILT ON DISPLAY AT BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER - NASSAU

@ ’ Fg 2 ‘ \ A section of the Nobel Prize nominated AIDS Memorial Quilt will be
i R : on display at Baptist Medical Center-Nassau (BMC-N), Fernandina

' ity Beach. Visitors may view the quilt in the hospital front corridor, public
area through December 31, 2014 from 9am through 8pm. This free
display of a section of the AIDS Memorial Quilt is sponsored by the
Florida Department of Health-Nassau (FDOH Nassau), in partnership
with the Coalition for the Reduction Elimination of Ethnic Disparities
in Health (CREED), a 501¢-3 community organization, and hosted by
Baptist Medical Center-Nassau (BMC-N).

]

The NAMES Project Foundation is the international organization that
is the custodian of the AIDS Memorial Quilt. The AIDS Memorial Quilt
began with a single 3 x 6 foot panel in San Francisco in 1987. Today,
the total quilt is composed of more than 48,000 panels, and weighs
54 tons, and each hand made panel commemorates the life of some-
one who has died of AIDS. These panels come from every state in the nation, every corner of the globe
and they have been sewn by hundreds of thousands of friends, lovers and family members into this epic
memorial, the largest piece of ongoing community art in the world. The Quilt is a potent tool to educate on
HIV/AIDS, revealing the humanity behind the statistics, teach compassion, prevent stigma and phobia
against those with the disease.

Pictured Left-Right: Kim Geib (DOH-Nassau),
Teresa Cruz (Administrative Assistant, Nursing,
BMC-N), Barbara Gingher (DON, BMC-N)

Notice: Nominees Needed From Health Care Providers for HIV Consumer Advisory Board

o W,
4 %
Health Care providers are requested to refer persons living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) to apply g ; ) o
for appointment to the Metropolitan Jacksonville Area HIV Health Services Planning Council %~
(MJA-HHSPC). For 20 years, the Northeast Florida Council has served the Nassau, Baker, St. oy ot

Johns, Clay and Duval HIV community. The Council authorizes a $5.4 million (2014) annual HRSA

Ryan White Part A grant that funds all or part of HIV care and treatment for PLWHA in need. To continue to receive
funding, a third of the council must be composed of consumers (PLWHA). Transportation to meetings will be provid-
ed. The Council will meet seven times in 2015. Call or have interested clients self refer and contact, Kim Geib,
Vice-Chair, MJA-HHSPC at (904)548-ext. 5204, or Sandra Sikes, Program Support Aide, (904) 630-3504. MJA-
HHSPC Website: http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/behavioral-and-human-
services/ryan-white-c-a-r-e-act,-part-a.aspx

ANTIGENIC DRIFT OF INFLUENZA A (H3N2)

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has issued a health alert indicating the most predominant
strain of circulating influenza A (H3N2) antigenically drifted from the strain found in

the 2014-15 seasonal influenza vaccine. Influenza viruses are constantly undergoing
genetic changes, and over time these genetic changes result in an altering of the an-
tibody binding sites on the virus surface proteins, hemagglutinin (H) and neuramini-

dase (N). Antigenic drift occurs when the antibody binding sites have been altered to
the extent that the immune system no longer recognizes the virus, allowing the virus

to replicate unchecked in a host causing illness Pic. 2 Depiction of the
influenza virus

This antigenic drift has resulted in a significant increase in the number influenza cases at this time than in
previous years. Yet the seasonal influenza vaccine is still effective in preventing other circulating strains,
and may provide some cross-protection against drifted viruses reducing the likelihood (continued on pg. 4)
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(continued from pg. 3) of hospitalization or death. The Florida Department of Health-Nassau County still rec-
ommends that all eligible individuals receive the seasonal influenza shot, and that physicians test upon sus-
picion of flu and initiate treatment with antiviral medications upon confirmation.

FDOH-NASSAU HEALTH BULLETINS, ADVISORIES AND ALERTS ISSUED
Alerts

4+ Enhanced Airport Entry Screening and Active Post-Arrival Monitoring for People Traveling to the United States from Mali. 11/24/14.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

4+ CDC Health Advisory Regarding the Potential for Circulation of Drifted Influenza A (H3N2) Viruses. 12/10/14. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

Bulletins

4+ 2014-2015 Influenza Season Recommendations for Health Care Providers. 12/11/14. Florida Department of Health

NOVEMBER 2014: REPORTED CASES IN NASSAU COUNTY, PREVIOUS THREE-YEAR PERIOD COMPARISON

Selection Date Compare Date 1 Compare Date 2 Compare Date 3
11/01/2014 - 11/30/2014 11/01/2013 - 11/30/2013 11/01/2012 - 11/30/2012 11/01/2011 - 11/30/2011

Disease Name Cases Rates* Cases Rates* Cases Rates* Cases Rates*
County: NASSAU
Campylobacteriosis 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.34 2 2.71
Cryptosporidiosis 2 2.62 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Giardiasis, Acute 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00 0 0.00
Hepatitis B, Acute 1 1.31 0 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00
Hepatitis B, Chronic 0.00 2 2.68 0 0.00 0 0.00
Hepatitis C, Chronic 4 5.25 7 9.37 5 6.71 6 8.13
Legionellosis 1 1.31 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Meningitis, Bacterial or Mycotic 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00
Meningococcal Disease 1 1.31 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Rabies, Possible Exposure 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00 0 0.00
Salmonellosis 3 3.93 4 5.35 4 5.37 0 0.00
Strep pneumoniae Invasive Disease, Drug-Resistant 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00 1 1.35
Strep pneumoniae Invasive Disease, Drug- 1 1.31 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Susceptible
Varicella (Chickenpox) 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 2.71
West Nile Virus Neuroinvasive Disease 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.34 0 0.00
Total: 13 17.04 16 21.42 13 17.44 11 14.90
STATEWIDE TOTAL
Campylobacteriosis - 03840 206 1.05 182 0.94 172 0.90 196 1.04
Cryptosporidiosis - 13680 106 0.54 34 0.18 25 0.13 23 0.12
Cyclosporiasis - 00720 0.00 1 0.01 0 0.00 2 0.01
Giardiasis, Acute - 00710 72 0.37 86 0.45 88 0.46 110 0.58
Hepatitis B, Acute - 07030 39 0.20 43 0.22 20 0.11 16 0.09
Hepatitis B, Chronic - 07032 422 2.16 325 1.68 364 1.91 310 1.64
Hepatitis C, Chronic - 07054 2,064 10.56 1,878 9.72 2,000 10.50 1,684 8.89
Legionellosis - 48280 17 0.09 20 0.10 31 0.16 24 0.13
Meningitis, Bacterial or Mycotic - 32090 16 0.08 14 0.07 27 0.14 14 0.07
Meningococcal Disease - 03630 6 0.03 4 0.02 5 0.03 5 0.03
Rabies, Possible Exposure - 07101 253 1.29 229 1.19 182 0.96 208 1.10
Salmonellosis - 00300 562 2.87 639 3.31 688 3.61 635 3.35
Strep pneumoniae Invasive Disease, Drug-Resistant 6 0.03 35 0.18 40 0.21 48 0.25
- 0482
S?ref:) Sneumoniae Invasive Disease, Drug- 26 0.13 33 0.17 57 0.30 50 0.26
Susceptible - 04830
Varicella (Chickenpox) - 05290 30 0.15 38 0.20 46 0.24 69 0.36
W est Nile Virus Neuroinvasive Disease - 06630 2 0.01 0 0.00 10 0.05 0 0.00

Total: 3,827 19.56 3,561 18.44 3,755 19.71 3,394 17.93
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