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Phone:  (904) 548‐1800 

 

Confiden al Fax Line:        

(904) 277‐7286 
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(866) 535‐0420 (toll free) 
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 Eugenia Ngo‐Seidel, MD, MPH  (Director) 
  904) 548‐1800  x 5212 
  Eugenia.Ngo‐Seidel@flhealth.gov  
    
 Kim Geib, DNP, ARNP  (PH Manager) 
    (904) 548‐1800  x 5204 
    Kim.Geib@flhealth.gov 
 

Will Johnston, MPH , CPH (Epidemiologist) 
   (904) 548‐1800 x 5209 
   William.Johnston@flhealth.gov 
 

Meredith Phillips, MPH (Fellow, FL‐EIS)  
   (904) 548‐1800 x 5300 
   Meredith.Phillips@flhealth.gov 
 

Vicki Roberts (Administra ve Secretary)             
  (904) 548‐1800  x5328  
  Vicki.Roberts@flhealth.gov 
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Fernandina Beach Clinic    

1620 Nectarine Street         

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 

(904) 548‐1860 

Yulee Clinic                             

528 Page’s Dairy Road        

Yulee, FL 32097                 

(904) 548‐1880 

Callahan Clinic                   

208 Mickler Street           

Callahan, FL 32011        

(904) 879‐2306 

Hilliard Clinic                         

37203 Pecan Street        

Hilliard, FL 32046               

(904) 845‐5761 

Florida  
Department of Health  

Nassau County     
  30 South 4th Street                   

 September 28, 2014 marks the beginning of the flu season in the state of Florida. The Florida De-

partment of Health in Nassau County encourages healthcare providers to educate and vaccinate 

against seasonal influenza. Vaccination can prevent influenza, protect vulnerable populations, 

and reduce the risk of more serious flu outcomes such as hospitalization and death. While educa-

tion and vaccination of patients is vital from a public health 

standpoint, it is equally important for healthcare workers 

to be vaccinated against influenza. The Immunization Sec-

tion of the Florida Department of Health supports recommen-

dations that health care workers and those who have contact 

with vulnerable persons be vaccinated, not only to protect 

themselves, but also for those to whom they serve and care.  

Anyone who wants protection from influenza should be vac-

cinated, and health care providers should recommend vaccination at every opportunity to all eligible 

persons. Health care providers should offer influenza vaccine as soon as it becomes available and 

should continue to offer it throughout the influenza season (i.e., as long as influenza viruses are 

circulating in the community). For additional information regarding seasonal influenza and available 

vaccines please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm 

To assist in combating seasonal influenza, the Florida Department of Health in Nassau County 

will be conducting sentinel influenza surveillance. Sentinel surveillance involves a limited num-

ber of recruited participants, such as healthcare providers or hospitals, which report specified health 

events that may be generalizable to the whole population. Each year, facilities are asked to partici-

pate in such surveillance, which assists in signaling trends, identifying outbreaks and monitoring the 

burden of influenza in our county. Sentinel influenza surveillance data will be reported in subse-

quent issues of the EPIGRAM to inform healthcare providers and community partners as to the sta-

tus of influenza in our communities. For more information about sentinel influenza surveillance, 

or to inquire about becoming a sentinel surveillance provider, please contact  FDOH-Nassau 

epidemiology staff at  (904) 548-1800 x5204, 5209, or 5300. 

http://t.cdc.gov/ecards/cards/flu/217896_A.jpg 
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Week 37:  September 7-13, 2014 

 
Arbovirus surveillance in Florida includes endemic 

mosquito-borne viruses such as West Nile virus 

(WNV), Eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), 

and St. Louis encephalitis virus (SLEV), as well as 

exotic viruses such as dengue virus (DENV), 

chikungunya virus (CHIKV) and California enceph-

alitis group viruses (CEV). Malaria, a non-viral 

mosquito-borne disease is also included. During 

the period of September 7- 13, 2014 the following 

arboviral activity was recorded in Florida. 

WNV activity: Four human cases of WNV illness 

were reported this week, one each in Duval, Es-

cambia, Leon and Volusia Counties. Two horses 

with WNV infection were reported this week in Clay 

and Marion Counties. Nineteen sentinel chickens 

tested positive for antibodies to WNV this week in Alachua, Bay, Brevard, Flagler, Nassau, Hillsborough, Nassau, 

Polk, St. Johns and Volusia Counties. In 2014, positive samples from 79 sentinel chickens, 5 horses, 5 human cas-

es, and 1 blood donor have been received from 23 counties. 

EEEV activity: No human cases of EEE were reported this week. Four horses with EEEV infection were reported 

this week in Jefferson, Okaloosa, Polk, and Suwannee Counties. One sentinel chicken tested positive for antibod-

ies to EEEV this week in Walton County. In 2014, positive samples from 152 sentinel chickens, 2 deer, and 50 

horses have been received from 30 counties. 

International Travel-Associated Dengue Fever Cases: One case of dengue fever was reported this week in a 

person that had international travel. In 2014, 52 travel-associated cases have been reported. 

Dengue Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No new cases of locally acquired dengue fever were reported this 

week. In 2014, a total of four cases of locally acquired dengue fever have been reported. 

International Travel-Associated Chikungunya Fever Cases: Twelve cases of chikungunya fever werereported 

this week in persons that had international travel. In 2014, 212 travel-associated cases have been reported. 

Chikungunya Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: One new case of locally acquired chikungunya fever was report-

ed this week in St. Lucie County. In 2014, a total of nine cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever have been 

reported. 

Advisories/Alerts: Alachua, Clay, Columbia, Duval, Leon, Levy, Lafayette, Marion, Pasco, Santa Rosa, Suwan-

nee, Volusia and Washington Counties are currently under a mosquito-borne illness advisory. Escambia, Miami-

Dade, Palm Beach and St. Lucie Counties are currently under a mosquito-borne illness alert. No other counties are 

currently under mosquito-borne illness advisory or alert. A CDC Health Alert Network (HAN) health advisory was 

issued in December for the Caribbean region announcing the first locally acquired cases of chikungunya fever in 

the Americas. There is a Level 1 (Watch) Travel Health Notice from the CDC for multiple countries in the Caribbe-

an related to the continued transmission of chikungunya which was updated August 11, 2014. http://

wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/watch/chikungunya-caribbean 
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E  D68  

In August of 2014, a children’s hospital in both Kansas City, Missouri and Chicago, Illinois notified the CDC of in-

creases in pediatric patients with severe respiratory illness. Nasopharyngeal results revealed Enterovirus D68 (EV-

D68) in 19 of 22 specimens from Kansas City and 11 of 14 specimens from Chicago. EV-D68 infection results primar-

ily in respiratory illness and symptoms can range from mild to severe. At this time, no outbreaks have ever been iden-

tified in Florida. Although no cases have been reported in Florida, the FDOH in Nassau County would like to alert cli-

nicians, health officials, and others of the increased incidence of EV-D68 throughout the United States. Active surveil-

lance is ongoing by FDOH. Please refer to the following recommendations provided below.   

Recommendations: 

 Health care providers should consider EV-D68 as a possible cause of acute, unexplained severe respiratory ill-

ness, even in the absence of fever. 

 EV-D68 may also affect adults even though cases reported thus far have 

been observed in children.  

 Routes of transmission for EV-D68 are not fully understood. 

 Standard and contact precautions are recommended. Droplet precautions 

also should be considered until there is more definitive information availa-

ble on appropriate infection control. 

 Confirmation of EV-D68 requires typing by molecular sequencing. 

 Providers may contact state or local health departments for further entero-

virus typing. CDC is available for consultation.  

 Providers should report suspected clusters of severe respiratory illness to 

the FDOH Nassau.  

For more information: 

For additional information, please consult with the CDC Enterovirus D68 website: http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-

enterovirus/about/EV-D68.html   

FDOH-NASSAU  HEALTH BULLETINS, ADVISORIES AND ALERTS ISSUED 

Bulletins 

 Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Prac-

tices — United States, 2014–2015. 8/22/14. Florida Department of Health 

 Guidance on Enterovirus D68 for Healthcare Providers and Laboratories.  9/11/14. Florida Department of Health 

Advisories 

 Health Officials Urge Residents to “Beat the Heat.”  8/22/14. Florida Department of Health – Nassau County 

Alerts 

  Ebola Response Update #2.  8/22/14. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 

For additional information regarding bulletins, advisories and alerts visit our website or the Department of  Health’s Online News-

room at:  http:// www.nassaucountyhealth.org and  http://newsroom.doh.state.fl.us 

States affected by EV-D68 indicated 

in green. Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/

non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV-D68-states.html 



Page 4 E P I G R A M  

August 2014 Reported Cases in Nassau County with Previous Three‐Year Period Comparison   

V O L U M E     1 1 ,     I S S U E     9  

 

4 0

0 0

0 1

1 1

0 0

3 2

0 0

1 0

1 1

0 0

0 0

1 0

6 2

0 0

0 0

17 7

303 290

44 55

53 47

111 104

364 366

1,677 1,993

32 15

5 0

69 75

9 3

7 10

254 205

726 772

102 186

3 0

3,759 4,121

The population data are obtained from CHARTS and are an estimate.
* Rates are per 100,000

Total: 5,017 25.66 19.47 21.65 4,605 24.32

0.00Vibriosis (Vibrio mimicus) 3 0.02 0.02 0.00 0

4.32

Shigellosis 191 0.98 0.53 0.98 258 1.36

Salmonellosis 738 3.77 3.76 4.05 817

1.26Rabies, Possible Exposure 280 1.43 1.31 1.08 239

Rabies, Animal 11 0.06 0.04 0.05 11 0.06

0.22

Pesticide-Related Illness and Injury, Acute 2 0.01 0.05 0.02 17 0.09

Pertussis 61 0.31 0.36 0.39 42

Meningococcal Disease 2 0.01 0.03 0.00 2 0.01

0.12Lyme Disease 42 0.21 0.17 0.08 22

Hepatitis C, Chronic 2,159 11.04 8.68 10.47 2,294 12.12

1.88Hepatitis B, Chronic 597 3.05 1.88 1.92 355

0.86Giardiasis, Acute 144 0.74 0.57 0.55 162

Escherichia coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing (STEC) 
Infection

52 0.27 0.27 0.25 56 0.30

0.30Cryptosporidiosis 432 2.21 0.23 0.29 56

1.45Campylobacteriosis 303 1.55 1.57 1.52 274

STATEWIDE TOTAL

0.00

Total: 24 31.46 22.75 9.40 19 25.73

Vibriosis (Vibrio mimicus) 1 1.31 0.00 0.00 0

1.35

Shigellosis 0.00 0.00 0.00 1 1.35

Salmonellosis 7 9.18 8.03 2.69 1

0.00

Rabies, Possible Exposure 0.00 1.34 0.00 5 6.77

Rabies, Animal 1 1.31 0.00 0.00 0

4.06

Pesticide-Related Illness and Injury, Acute 0.00 0.00 0.00 1 1.35

Pertussis 0.00 1.34 1.34 3

1.35

Meningococcal Disease 0.00 1.34 0.00 0 0.00

Lyme Disease 0.00 0.00 0.00 1

1.35

Hepatitis C, Chronic 9 11.80 4.01 2.69 4 5.42

Hepatitis B, Chronic 0.00 0.00 0.00 1

0.00

Giardiasis, Acute 1 1.31 1.34 1.34 1 1.35

Escherichia coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing (STEC) 
Infection 

0.00 0.00 1.34 0

0.00

Cryptosporidiosis 2 2.62 0.00 0.00 1 1.35

Rates* Cases Rates*

County: NASSAU
Campylobacteriosis 3 3.93 5.35 0.00 0

Disease Name Cases Rates* Cases Rates* Cases

Selection Date Compare Date 1 Compare Date 2 Compare Date 3

08/01/2014 - 08/31/2014 08/01/2013 - 08/31/2013 08/01/2012 - 08/31/2012 08/01/2011 - 08/31/2011
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