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As we move further into flu season, the Florida Department of Health in Nassau County 
(DOH-Nassau) continues to monitor influenza and influenza-like illness (ILI) in our county. 
Several surveillance systems are utilized to obtain real-time data on the incidence of flu in 
our communities, and these in addition to state and national surveillance systems allow us 
to prepare for and prevent the transmission of influenza.  

Current local hospital surveillance data 
indicates a steady and statistically signifi-
cant increase in patients presenting with 
ILI to area emergency departments (see 
Fig. 1). Additionally, increased ILI has 
been documented in our local public 
schools via syndromic surveillance data. 
Samples submitted by patients for testing 
and strain typing indicate influenza A (H3) 
is circulating in our county, reflecting the ongoing statewide trend. While influenza A (H3) 
is currently the predominant circulating strain statewide, cases of both the Yamaga-
ta and Victoria lineages of influenza B are being reported. 

This year’s influenza vaccine has thus far proven to be an adequate match to circulating 
strains, and can provide immunity and protection against the influenza virus. A trivalent 
vaccine (H1N1, H3N2, B-Yamagata) and quadrivalent vaccine (H1N1, H3N2, B-
Yamagata, B-Victoria) are available, but because cases due to both strains of influen-
za B have been reported, the quadrivalent vaccine may provide an added measure 
of protection. All individuals 6 months of age and older, but especially those most vulner-
able to influenza infection (children, pregnant women, immunocompromised, and elderly), 
should be vaccinated. DOH-Nassau will continue to be vigilant in monitoring ILI activity, 
and with help from the medical community, prevent the transmission of influenza in our 
county. 

Fig. 1 Percentage of ED visits attributed to ILI (Nassau Co.)  
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Week 46 November  9-15, 2014 
Arbovirus surveillance in Florida includes endemic 
mosquito-borne viruses such as West Nile virus 
(WNV), Eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), 
and St. Louis encephalitis virus (SLEV), as well as 
exotic viruses such as dengue virus (DENV), 
chikungunya virus (CHIKV) and California encephali-
tis group viruses (CEV).  Malaria, a non-viral mosqui-
to-borne disease is also included. During the period 
of November 9-15, 2014 the following arboviral activi-
ty was recorded in Florida. 

WNV activity: No human cases of WNV illness were 
reported this week. No horses with WNV infection 
were reported this week. Fifteen sentinel chickens 
tested positive for antibodies to WNV this week in 
Alachua, Brevard, Duval, Flagler, Hillsborough, Nas-
sau, Orange, Putnam, Seminole, and St. Johns 
Counties. In 2014, positive samples from 301 sentinel chickens, 5 horses, 13 human cases, and 2 
asymptomatic blood donors have been received from 30 counties. 

SLEV activity: No human cases of SLE were reported this week. Three sentinel chickens tested positive 
for antibodies to SLEV this week in Manatee, and Sarasota Counties. In 2014, positive samples from 2 
human cases and 101 sentinel chickens have been received from 12 counties. 

EEEV activity: No human cases of EEE were reported this week. No horses with EEEV infection were 
reported this week. Four sentinel chickens tested positive for antibodies to EEEV this week in Orange 
and Walton Counties. In 2014, positive samples from 163 sentinel chickens, 2 deer, and 56 horses have 
been received from 32 counties. 

International Travel-Associated Dengue Fever Cases: One case of dengue fever was reported this 
week in persons that had international travel. In 2014, 73 travel-associated cases have been reported. 

Dengue Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No new cases of locally acquired dengue fever were 
reported this week. In 2014, a total of six cases of locally acquired dengue fever have been reported. 

International Travel-Associated Chikungunya Fever Cases: Twenty one cases of chikungunya fever 
were reported this week in persons that had international travel. In 2014, 371 travel-associated cases 
have been reported. 

Chikungunya Fever Cases Acquired in Florida: No new cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever 
were reported this week. In 2014, a total of 11 cases of locally acquired chikungunya fever have been 
reported. 

2014  N  C  C  C  
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D  1    I  W  AIDS D  – N  C          

M    “G    Z ” C    HIV  

A World AIDS Day concert, featuring pianist Taylon Wilcox and company, will be held on December 6th, 
from 7-9pm at the Peck Community Center, Fernandina Beach. The World AIDS Day event is co-
sponsored by the Coalition for the Reduction/Elimination of Ethnic Disparities in Health (CREED), 
the Florida Department of Health in Nassau County, and the NAMES Project Foundation, Northeast 
Florida Quilt Chapter. The concert is free and open to the public, and no reservations are needed. World 
AIDS Day is held annually on December 1st, and activities surrounding this day are intended to promote 
awareness and mobilize the community to reduce new infections of HIV.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends using evidenced-based strate-
gies to achieve the public health goal to “Get to Zero” cases of HIV. The “call to action” for the community 
is to implement these evidenced based strategies, which include: Health care providers should recom-
mend universal HIV testing in all their adult patients, all persons should practice safe sexual behaviors to 
prevent transmission or acquiring infection, and, if infected with HIV, persons should promptly seek care 
and stay in care, to optimally manage their HIV disease.  

Sections of the national AIDS quilt will also be on display at 
the Peck Center Dec. 5-6th, from 10am-4pm and at Baptist 
Medical Center/Nassau from Dec. 3-30th. Included is a picture 
from DOH, CREED and NAMES Project Foundation (with DAB 
the AIDS Bear) partnership at the 2013 World AIDS Day quilt 
display at the Fernandina Beach City Peck Center. For more 
information about the World AIDS Day concert, contact Jennett 
Wilson Baker, BSN, RN, Executive Director, CREED at (904)
556-3363. 

As of November 11, 2014, a total of 14,413 cases of Ebola 
(8,920 laboratory-confirmed) and 5,177 deaths have been 
reported worldwide. In order to prevent the spread of Ebo-
lavirus disease (EVD) to the United States, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and Department of Home-
land Security are conducting enhanced entry screening at 
five U.S. airports (New York’s JFK International, Washington
-Dulles, Newark, Chicago-O’Hare, and Atlanta) for all U.S.-
bound air travelers who have been in Guinea, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, or Mali.  

In addition to screening upon entrance into the country, 
post-arrival active monitoring is being conducted by the 
Florida Department of Health among travelers with final 
destinations within the state. The purpose of active moni-
toring is to ensure that a person is closely followed by public health authorities so that, if symptoms devel-
op, action can be taken immediately to separate the person from others and arrange for medical evaluation. 
Through active monitoring, and empowering our medical community to be able to identify, isolate, and 
inform, we can effectively respond to cases of Ebolavirus disease and prevent further transmission in our 
communities. 

E  O  U  

Fig. 2 Case/Death Counts for Countries with Widespread  EVD 

Transmission 
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Bulletins 

 Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) Fact Sheet for Medical Professionals. 10/21/14. Florida Department of Health 

 Outpatient Clinic Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) Screening Tool. 11/4/14. Florida Department of Health 

 

For additional information regarding bulletins, advisories and alerts visit our website or the Department of  Health’s Online News-

room at:  http:// www.nassaucountyhealth.org and  http://newsroom.doh.state.fl.us 
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